Friar IManrique Sets Out
which threatened them, de los Angeles attached the relic to a tape
and threw it overboard. The passengers, who had reached the
limit of terror and despair, experienced now an extraordinary
relief of mind. They began to hope, for they knew well that
nothing was so potent as a holy relic, and readily believed, when
los Angeles declared it, that the morsel of the saint now trailing in
the water, would drag the ship safely to the shore. So intense was
their relief that most of them, says Manrique, knelt silently weep-
ing. And, sure enough, the saint did drag them ashore. It seems
that at the top of the flood they were swept clear of the shoals and
stranded on the west bank of the river. De los Angeles then pulled
in the relic, and, undoing the tape, put it back in his luggage.
That a relic was charged with occult force was not a delusion of
the ignorant but the view held by everyone at that date. For
instance, in 1652, four years after the events here described.
Cardinal Richelieu, the leader of France, sent to Meaux for relics
of the seventh-century Irish hermit, St. Fiacre, under the impres-
sion that they would cure his piles. They were applied, but failed,
though this did not hurt their reputation: evidence to prove the
efficacy of relics was too overwhelming. Had not the dried corpse
of St. Isidore, placed in Philip UPs bed, saved that king from
death a few years earlier? And soon Philip IV would be held to
have died bewitched, because among the authentic relics which he
wore round his neck certain images made by a sorcerer had been
feloniously inserted, which annulled the good influences emanat-
ing from the relics, and themselves radiated an evil influence. On
the other hand, the Chinese Board of Rites, a body composed of
highly educated Confucian scholars, took the view that relics of
Christian saints were possessed of powers likely to be malignant,
and in 1600 advised the Emperor Wan Li not to accept bones pre-
sented by Ricci? the Jesuit. Similarly, the Goanese ecclesiastical
authorities considered so highly dangerous to them a tooth-relic of
the Buddha which came into their hands in 1560, that they ground
it to powder and threw it into the sea.
It was, therefore, no reflection whatever upon Manrique's
intelligence that he believed St. Juan de Segun's bone saved the
ship. The Catholic Indians, of course, shared his view, and no
doubt the Moslems on board found it natural that St. Jueaa, a
patron of the Augustinian Order, should exert himself on behalf of
the two friars.
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